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SUBJECT: ROLE OF FOREIGN TECHNICIANS IN SAKHALIN OFF-SHORE 
DRILLING PROJECT 

1. JAPANESE EMBASSY COMMERCIAL OFFICER INFORMED COMMERCIAL 
ATTACHE NOVEMBER 5 THAT SUBJECT OF PARTICIPATION BY FOREIGN 
(JAPANESE AND AMERICAN) SPECIALISTS IN GEOLOGICAL/SEISMIC 
RESEARCH WORK IN SAKHALIN CONTINENTAL SHELF WAS DISCUSSED 
IN MEETINGS IN PARIS DURING WEEK OF OCTOBER 13 BETWEEN 
SOVIET DEPUTY MINISTER OF FOREIGN TRADE SUSHKOV AND SAKHALIN 
OFF-SHORE DEVELOPMENT CORP. (SODECO) VICE PRESIDENT IMAZATO. 

AS RESULT OF THESE DISCUSSIONS," AGREEMENT" WAS REACHED UNDER 
WHICH SOVIETS WILL ALLOW 6 TO 9 FOREIGN SPECIALISTS ON BOARD 
RESEARCH SHIPS "IF SOVIETS CONSIDER THIS NECESSARY." JAPANESE 
COMMERCIAL OFFICE SAID THAT THERE WAS ALSO AN INFORMAL UNDER- 
STANDING THAT SOVIETS WOULD, IN ALL CASES, "CONSIDER THIS 
NECESSARY." 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH JAPANESE APPARENTLY BELIEVE 
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REFUSAL TO DATE TO ALLOW FOREIGN SPECIALISTS TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THIS WORK, NATURE OF THE AGREEMENT AND INFORMAL CHARACTER OF 
SOVIET UNDERTAKING LEAVES SOME DOUBT WHETHER THIS ISSUE 
IS IN FACT SETTLED. GULF OIL TEAM WAS IN MOSCOW DURING WEEK 
OF OCTOBER 27 FOR NEGOTIATIONS WITH SOVIETS ON SAKHALIN PROJECT 
WHICH FOCUSED ON GULF PROPOSAL TO EQUIP SOVIET RPT SOVIET RESEARCH 
SHIP WITH SEISMIC INSTRUMENTATION IDENTICAL TO THAT USED IN 
GULF'S SHIP "HOLLIS HEDBERG." THUS IT WOULD APPEAR 
THAT GULF EITHER WAS NOT INFORMED OF SUSHKOV-IMAZATO AGREEMENT 
OR WAS NOT CONVINCED AT THAT TIME THAT CONDITIONS HAD BEEN 
ESTABLISHED UNDER WHICH USE OF "HOLLIS HEDBERG" WOULD BE FEASIBLE. 
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